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Detailed description of project  Type of services provided  

Marine Protected Areas – areas of the ocean set aside for long-term conservation 

aims – are the only mainstream conservation focused, areas-based measure to in-

crease the quality and extent of ocean protection. MPAs and their network offer 

nature-based solution to support global efforts towards sustainable development, 

biodiversity conservation, as well as climate change adaptation and mitigation, but 

also provide increasing ecological, social and economic benefits.  

Despite progress at a national level in establishing Marine Protected Areas in the 

West Asia Region, there is no established network in the GCC. This could be due to 

several factors such as: lack of resources, capacity, policies, and no mechanism for 

regional collaboration in monitoring the status and health of critical marine habitats. 

The hydrodynamic modelling carried out for the GCC Project has also highlighted 

the impact of increased dredging and reclamation on sensitive receptor sites. The 

studies developed for the GCC project has also emphasizes the necessity for 

strengthened and more effective management of Marine protected areas and the 

establishment of a network. The objective of this consultancy is to determine the fea-

sibility and develop a roadmap for establishing a network of protected areas for 

the GCC. The consultancy assesses the representativity and effectiveness of existing 

MPAs in the GCC region and identify the potential challenges faced in establishing 

a network including key considerations (institutional/governance, economic/social, 

spatial/temporal, and scientific/management). 

Specific tasks for Jonathan McCue (as key Maine Expert) are as follows: 

 Feasibility study: The study will include a comprehensive baseline assessment of 

marine protected areas in the GCC and assess its representativity and effec-

tiveness to determine where ecological conservation priorities are present in 

existing conservation areas and assess the degree to which these areas pro-

vide meaningful protection. The study will also map out the ongoing initiatives 

being taken by GCC countries related to MPAs.  

 Roadmap and initial design proposal of an MPA network for the GCC: The 

roadmap is not intended as a ‘binding document’ but should include recom-

mended actions that are fully in line with the strategic direction of the GCC 

Secretariat. The added value of the roadmap will provide a compendium of 

actions that facilitates (i) joining of efforts of the GCC countries to establish a 

network of MPAs in accordance with biodiversity targets. The Roadmap will 

also include design draft Scenario(s) following best practices guidelines for 

marine protected area network design and evaluation and design guidelines 

that consider ecological, socio-economic and cultural factors in the overall de-

sign of the network to influence where MPAs are located, and how they are 

selected, refined and zoned to achieve the principals of a network. 
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PROJECT EXPERIENCE SHEET “It’s about people...not just seawater.” 


